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July memory verse Proverbs 30:5 (NKJV) Every word of God is pure; He 
is a shield to those who put their trust in Him.  
 

Commentary on Isaiah chapters 34 and 35  by Chuck Smith 7.19.23 

Chapter 34  

Come near, ye nations, to hear; hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all 
that is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of it. For the indignation 
(Isa 34:1-2)  

A term that is used in the Old Testament for the Great Tribulation period.  

the indignation of the LORD is upon all nations (Isa 34:2),  

Or the wrath of God, the Great Tribulation.  

his fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered 
them to the slaughter. Their slain also shall be cast out, and the smell shall come 
up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood (Isa 
34:2-3).  

Throughout the entire valley of Jezreel, the blood will flow to the horses' bridles 
we are told in the great battle of Armageddon, as God destroys the armies of 
man upon the earth.  

And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled 
together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off the 
vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree (Isa 34:4).  

This phrase is used or this symbol is used by Joel and repeated by Christ in 
Matthew 24, but in Joel's prophecy chapter 2, verse 30-31, he speaks of the stars 
of the heaven falling as a fig tree drops its untimely figs. A tremendous meteorite 
shower that will strike the earth.  

It will be like a fig tree casting forth its untimely figs, the stars of heaven falling. 
Now not literal stars, but we do call them even today. "Oh, did you see that falling 
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star?" We know that they are meteorites, but they are still today called falling 
stars. And so he's using the language of the people in describing the stars of the 
heaven falling to the earth. Not literal stars, but the meteorite showers. And he 
speaks of this heavy meteorite activity.  

But then he also speaks in conjunction with it in Revelation. "And power will be 
given to the sun to scorch men who dwell upon the earth" (Revelation 16:8). And 
men will become blistered and all as the result of the scorching of the sun. And 
so it is very interesting that these things were being anticipated for the year 1986 
or so when Haley's Comet would again makes its visit into our solar system.  

At that time a group of scientists had been commissioned by the president to 
study this particular phenomenon and its possible effect upon the earth.  

So, "The host of heaven will be dissolved, the heavens shall be rolled together as 
a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and 
as a falling fig from the fig tree."  

For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon 
Idumea (Isa 34:5),  

The area of Saudi Arabia today.  

and upon the people of my curse, to judgment. The sword of the LORD is filled 
with blood, it is made fat with fatness, and with the blood of lambs and goats, 
with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah (Isa 
34:5-6),  

Which was one of the chief cities of Edom.  

and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea. And the unicorns shall come down 
with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their land shall be soaked with 
blood, and their dust made fat with fatness. For it is the day of the LORD'S 
vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the controversy of Zion (Isa 34:6-8).  

God's vengeance, His year of recompense for the controversy of Zion or 
Jerusalem. Now it is interesting, of course, that Saudi Arabia has been the main 
financier of the armaments for the Arab states to attack Israel. Saudi Arabia is 
the main financier for the PLO and their arms. And Saudi Arabia has been the 
financial backer behind the attacks against Israel. God speaks about the day of 
the vengeance and the recompense for Zion.  
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And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch [or into oil], and the dust 
thereof into brimstone, and the land shall become burning pitch (Isa 34:9).  

I wonder what would be the effect there in Saudi Arabia where the oil is so close 
to the surface and there's such a tremendous abundance of oil. What would be 
the effect of an atomic bomb dropped in that area? Igniting the oils that are under 
the ground and what would be the effect of something like that. It said.  

It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: 
from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for 
ever and ever. But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the owl also 
and the raven shall dwell in it: and he shall stretch out upon it the line of 
confusion, and the stones of emptiness. They shall call the nobles thereof to the 
kingdom, but none shall be there, and all her princes shall be nothing (Isa 34:10-
12).  

Of course, Saudi Arabia is ruled by four thousand princes actually. This big family 
and all of the relations are the ones that are gaining from the wealth, not the 
general public there.  

And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the fortresses 
thereof: and it shall be an habitation of dragons, and a court for owls. The wild 
beasts of the desert shall meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr 
shall cry to his fellow; the screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a 
place of rest. There shall the great owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch, and 
gather under her shadow: there shall the vultures also be gathered, every one 
with her mate. Seek ye out of the book of the LORD, and read: not one of these 
things shall fail (Isa 34:13-16),  

"When this comes to pass," Isaiah says, "get out this book." When these things... 
when this area is burning with this fire and all, just get out this book and read it 
and you'll realize that God has written in advance and not one thing that God 
wrote of is going to fail. He's challenging you. So it's interesting we still have the 
book of Isaiah. We'll still be able to get it out and read when these things come to 
pass. So, "Seek out the book of the Lord and read it. No one of these shall fail." 
No one. Now the vultures you'll see, every one has a mate. You'll say, "Isn't that 
weird?" Every vulture has its mate, just like Isaiah said. Not one is lacking. It's 
unreal.  

And he hath cast the lot for them, and his hand hath divided it unto them by line: 
they shall possess it for ever, from generation to generation (Isa 34:17)  
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Chapter 35  

Now chapter 35 is out of the darkness into the light. Out of the tribulation into the 
kingdom. The glorious day of the Lord to which we look forward to. In chapter 35, 
oh, what a glorious chapter as it speaks of the earth and its conditions when 
Jesus comes and establishes God's kingdom and He reigns upon the earth. For 
at that time  

The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall 
rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even 
with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of 
Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and the excellency of 
our God (Isa 35:1-2).  

For the earth will be restored to its Edenic glory. And even in the desert and 
wilderness places, they will no longer exist upon the earth at that time. Buy up as 
much as you can in Death Valley--cheap prices now--because it's going to be 
glorious out there.  

Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that 
are of a fearful heart, Be strong, don't be afraid: behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, even God with a recompense; and he will save you. Then the eyes 
of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then 
shall the lame man leap as a deer, and the tongue of the dumb will sing (Isa 
35:3-6):  

The glorious restoration of God. You see, you do not see the world as God 
intended it or created it. You see a world that is suffering as a result of man's 
rebellion and sin. You do not see man as God intended him. With his physical 
ailments and impairments. With the deafness, blindness, handicaps. God did not 
intend that. And in the Kingdom Age, these things will not be. How can a God of 
love allow a child to be born blind? How can a God of love allow a child to be 
born deaf or something? Hey, wait a minute. This world is presently under 
Satan's control who has rebelled against God. Jesus came to redeem the world 
back to God and the day is coming when He is going to take His purchased 
possession unto Himself. And when He does, you'll see the world that God 
intended and it will be a world without suffering. It will be a world without pain. It 
will be a world without physical weaknesses, impairments of any sort. For the 
lame will be leaping as a deer. The blind will see. The dumb will be singing the 
praises unto the Lord. And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  

for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and there will be streams in the 
desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs 
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of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds 
and rushes. And a highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The 
way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the 
wayfaring men, though fools, they will not err therein. No lion shall be there, nor 
any ravenous beast shall go up there upon, it shall not be found there; but the 
redeemed shall walk there (Isa 35:6-9):  

Men will live in safety. No longer will the beasts be ravenous. The lion will lie 
down with the lamb and a little child will lead them and lion will eat grass like the 
oxen.  

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return (Isa 35:10),  

Return with Jesus Christ.  

and they'll come to Zion [to Jerusalem] with songs of everlasting joy upon their 
heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away (Isa 35:10).  

Oh, the glorious day of the Lord! How we long for it, and our prayer is, "O Lord, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth even as it is in heaven. Even so, 
come quickly, Lord Jesus." Oh, how I love this thirty-fifth chapter of Isaiah.  

And so Isaiah 35 is a special chapter to me. God has so ministered to me 
through that chapter. And that is the longing of my heart tonight is for the 
fulfillment of God's promise. The glorious Kingdom Age when the trials and the 
hardships and the afflictions and all of this present existence are over. When sin 
is put away and when the kingdom comes and the righteous King reigns. And we 
behold Him in His beauty and the earth is restored. O Lord, hasten that day. I can 
hardly wait.  

Now may the Lord bless you and be with you and keep you in His love through 
the grace of Jesus Christ as we look forward to that glorious day of the Lord 
when He comes for us that we might be with Him in His eternal kingdom, world 
without end. God bless you and may the strength of the Lord be your portion this 
week. In Jesus' name.  

 

 

 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/isa/35/6/s_714006
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/isa/35/10/s_714010
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/isa/35/10/s_714010
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/isa/35/1-10/s_714001


Commentary on Isaiah chapters 34 and 35  by Chuck Smith 7.19.23 

 

Page 6 of 6 
 

 

Let’s sing a song based on Isaiah 35:10 and Isaiah 51:11 

Therefore The Redeemed Of The Lord Shall Return, 
And Come With Singing Unto Zion; 
And Everlasting Joy Shall Be Upon Their Head. [2X]  

They Shall Obtain Gladness And Joy; 
And Sorrow And Mourning Shall Flee Away. 

Therefore The Redeemed Of The Lord Shall Return, 
And Come With Singing Unto Zion; 
And Everlasting Joy Shall Be Upon Their Head. [3X]  

They Shall Obtain Gladness And Joy; 
And Sorrow And Mourning Shall Flee Away. 

Therefore The Redeemed Of The Lord Shall Return, 
And Come With Singing Unto Zion; 
And Everlasting Joy Shall Be Upon Their Head. 

And Everlasting Joy Shall Be Upon Their Head. 

 

 


